
 

Christ Church CE Primary School Calculations Policy - January 2022 

Christ Church CE Primary School – 

Calculations Policy 
This policy outlines the key calculation strategies taught in each year group, and is a useful point of reference for 
parents and carers to understand the end-points for each year’s learning, and for teachers to see at a glance which 
methods and approaches children should have mastered in the previous year group. They reference the most important 
representations and strategies. It can be useful when supporting children with their learning at home. 

It does not show how calculation methods are taught; nor does it cover all strategies and expectations for each year 
group. In general, approaches are taught using the concrete-pictorial-abstract approach, giving children a chance to ‘get 
their hands on’ the Maths before applying their understanding in abstract contexts. 

This policy contains simple examples of the concepts and methods taught, so that it can be easily understood. In the 
classroom, children apply these strategies to explore and solve more complex and unfamiliar problems. 
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Calculations policy - Glossary 

ADDITION AND SUBTRACTION 

Aggregation – a structure of addition that involves putting two or more quantities together 

Augmentation  – a structure of addition that involves increasing a quantity by adding more 

Composition - Understanding that one number (shape, set, or group) can be made up from (composed from) two or more smaller numbers (shapes, sets, or 

groups) Difference – a structure of subtraction that involves the ‘distance’ or gap between two numbers 

Partitioning – a structure of subtraction that involves splitting a quantity into two or more smaller parts 

Reduction – a structure of subtraction that involves decreasing a quantity by taking some away 

Subitise – to recognise how many things are in a group without having to count them one by one 

MULTIPLICATION AND DIVISION 

Distributive law - The distributive law says that multiplying a number by a group of numbers added together is the same as doing each multiplication 

separately. For example, 3 x 8 = 3 x 2 + 3 x 6 

Quotitive – a structure of division that involves grouping a set into a given group-size, and finding the number of groups 

Partitive – a structure of division that involves sharing a set into a given number of groups, and finding the group size 

Unitise – to treat groups that contain, or represent, the same numbers of things as ‘units’ or ‘ones’. (eg to see a box of 6 eggs as ‘one six’ 

FRACTIONS 

Denominator – the number written below the line in a fraction.  

Improper fraction – a fraction whose numerator is greater than its denominator 
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Mixed number – a number greater than one expressed as a whole number and a fractional part 

Non-unit fraction – a fraction that has a number other than 1 as the numerator 

Numerator – the number written above the line in a fraction. 

Unit fraction – a fraction that has 1 as the numerator 


